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LOW-EMISSIONS ENERGY DEVELOPMENT FUND 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.14 pm]: An important part of meeting 
the challenge of a changing climate will be new low-emissions technologies. The state government’s low-
emissions energy development—LEED—fund supports the commercialisation of innovative sustainable 
technologies in Western Australia. The first LEED project, to build a prototype mallee harvester, has just been 
successfully completed with a $1.5 million grant from the fund. It has met all performance criteria, and 
negotiations are underway with international manufacturers to commercialise the technology. Mallee plantings 
can provide Western Australian farmers with salinity management, shelter for livestock and revenue from a 
drought-tolerant perennial crop. The development of this prototype harvester opens the way to a new generation 
of woody-crop harvesters that will help biomass become a competitive form of renewable energy. 

Previous LEED funding rounds supported an algae project near Karratha to produce biodiesel; installation of 
ground source heat pumps; solar thermal and photovoltaic panels for pool heating in Kalgoorlie; and a wave 
energy demonstration facility near Garden Island. I am delighted to inform the house of the outcomes of round 4 
of the LEED funding. Thirty-one applications were received, seeking a total of $66 million. These were assessed 
by an independent expert advisory group chaired by the Chief Scientist, Professor Lyn Beazley, and an executive 
group representing government agencies. Following these assessments, the Minister for Energy and I, as LEED 
fund decision makers, have decided to award in-principle funding to seven projects. Every dollar of LEED 
funding must be matched with at least three dollars of other funding. This means that LEED funding of almost 
$12.7 million will leverage investment of over $50 million. 

Biogass Renewables will receive $500 000 towards an anaerobic digester for commercial and industrial waste at 
Jandakot, producing energy and compost, and avoiding landfill methane emissions. Curtin University will 
receive $1 million for a project on co-firing biomass and coal, allowing existing coal generation infrastructure to 
reduce emissions. Morton Seed and Grain has been granted $1.15 million for a project at Wagin to burn oat 
husks to generate electricity and heat for aquaculture. Solarstore has been granted $3.78 million for a 1.5-
megawatt concentrated solar thermal project at Morawa. Two projects from the University of Western Australia 
have been supported with $356 000 for a project to reduce methane emissions using natural gas scrubbing and 
$493 000 to investigate the feasibility of using injected carbon dioxide to increase natural gas production and 
sequester the carbon dioxide. 

Green Rock Energy had sought approval to replace its geothermal chiller project, which was awarded LEED 
funding under round 3, with a geothermal electricity generation project near Dongara. Given the significance of 
this change, the Minister for Energy and I decided it should be assessed in competition with other round 4 
applicants. Green Rock was successful and has been granted $5.38 million. I look forward to these projects 
developing new technologies to underpin Western Australia’s low-emissions future. 
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